
9. Storing the Truth in Human Vessels

Jesus did not write a book, publish an essay, or even write a letter.  He stored his 
truth in human vessels.  He stored his truth in hillsides of men and women.  He stored 
his truth in a selected few who following him diligently from place to place.  Those of 
us who do write books, essays, letters, e-mails, and so on also store our truth in human 
vessels.  We count on real people to read, digest, and use the insights to which we 
attempt to give language expression.

The words of the historical Jesus that have been passed on to us are only those 
words that others remembered and organized for their own purposes.  And all of these 
earliest responders were story tellers who added their own elaborations, explanations, 
and adaptations in order to serve their ever-new circumstances.  The historical reality of 
Jesus is so mingled with these earliest layers of human response to Jesus, that no 
separation of Jesus from those first responders is possible.  When we speak of Jesus, we 
have what was stored in human vessels.

With Paul, we have some of his actual letters, enough to sense his thoughtfulness 
and to study his theologizing, but Paul also stored his truth in human vessels.  He 
organized groups of men and women who met regularly, read aloud the older writings, 
as well as Paul’s letters.  They also made copies of Paul’s letters and passed them along 
to us.  Paul’s focus was not on his writing, but on specific men and women, their 
understanding of and their living of the Truth he proclaimed.  He was not depending on 
some publishing company, library, and curious readers to carry on his message. His 
communication was flesh to flesh, mind to mind, consciousness to consciousness.  His 
letters were a supplement to his vividly personal ministry to real people in real places 
and with regard to real, specific, human transformations in living.

Here is a more contemporary example of such storage of truth.  Many of my 
important transformations happened in relation to a mentor, Joe Mathews.  Copies of 
his talks have been published.  I have notes and transcripts of some of his words.   I can 
recall memories of walking in his wake.  But none of these languaged treasures contain 
the full essence of the truth that this man lived and communicated to me and others. 
Both his glories and his flaws are time-specific deeds that can only be well interpreted 
by understanding the period of his creative work (1950-1977).  For carriers of his truth, 
Joe is dependent on me and a limited number of others who knew him well and who 
continue to live the truth we learned from him.  We are the human vessels in which his 
truth is storied.  We are the potentially accurate interpreters of his uttered and 
published words.

This dynamic of “storage” in human vessels is a characteristic of all truth, but 
especially of the kind of truth that we associate with the Jesus-Christ revelation.  This 
truth is only storied in human vessels.  Without those human vessels, this truth would 
not be retained in history.  We who are the contemporary human vessels in which the 
truth of Jesus is stored know a “secret” that cannot be fully contained in books or words 
of any sort, including the Christian scriptures.  In order to interpret Christian scriptures 
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appropriately, we need to notice that every verse of these texts points beyond mere 
words and sentences to lived realities that are only known by those who lived and still 
live those more-than-words realities.

Also, it is important to recall at this point that no one is a Christian by himself or 
herself. As Christians we belong to a host of people who have lived and still live as 
vessels in which the Jesus-Christ-Truth is stored.  And if we are one of those people who 
(with even a small portion of our lives) have been captivated by the Jesus-Christ-Truth, 
then we are called to witness to that Truth to others in the times in which we live. We 
are commissioned to tell this story and to do so in such a way that others can see that it 
is a story about life in general for the entire human species. The “true church” means 
wherever this Truth about Final Reality has been stored in a historical body of humans.  
We who are the human vessels of this Truth that Final Reality has established in history, 
are also the existing manifestations of the Jesus Life and Way to live.  That is, we are 
commissioned to live this Truth, to enact it as a way of life, and thereby to store it in a 
next generation of human bodies.  This Truth is not a possession, but a calling that 
possess us.  This Truth is not a book in our library, but an operation within our day-to-
day performance.  We do not need an academic education or even a high school 
diploma to be a vessel of this truth.  Rather, it is this Truth that tells us how to use our 
high-school education or our other degrees in some meaningful and useful fashion.

And while the commission to live this Truth begins for each of us with our own 
solitary decision to accept our forgiveness and choose our specific fresh starts in 
realism, the commission includes joining a community of people who have always 
existed and always will.  Living this Truth includes becoming a community builder.  “I 
am not a Christian by myself.”  Let us log that statement in our memory so that we never 
forget it, for in this super-individualistic age, few take religious community with the 
necessary seriousness.  

While the Truth of which we are speaking is a Holy Spirit that is deep within our 
own personal being, I am not “spiritual” in an off-to-myself manner.  In this Holy Spirit 
(this realistic human essence), I am joined to a community of others who pre-existed me 
and will endure long after me.  And this community of others was not established by a 
human being, but by God, by Final Reality perceived as God.   Through Jesus and 
through others before and after Jesus, God has established this community.  I am 
dependent upon that community for my continuation in it, and for my further 
embodiment of the Truth that constitutes this body of people.  When I stray away from 
this Truth, this community is still there to call me back.  And when I do not stray, I am 
there to call others back from their straying, to call others to further embody this Truth, 
as well as to call others to join this Truth.  We are communal beings in our essence.  True 
Christians are a community of human vessels in which the Jesus-Christ-Truth is stored.

The Dynamics of Local Christian Circling
cultic nurture & interreligious ministry to a bioregional parish

What does it mean for two or three or more of us to be human vessels of the Jesus 
Christ truth in the place where we lay our head to sleep, eat our meals, do our work, 
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our play, our bathing, our dressing, and our brushing of teeth?  First of all, it means 
noticing that those of us who make meaningful use of the Christian language are 
thereby an oddity in almost any place were we live.  To be the ones in whom the Jesus-
Christ-Truth is stored is to be humans who have died to our temporal moorings and 
been raised up to membership in the family of the Eternal.  As members in this body of 
Christ, we have been grafted into being one of Final Reality’s Offspring – people “in 
Christ” who are now being sent to live in our specific space-time of human culture, 
populated by down-to-Earth fellow humans who are, like ourselves, typically 
despairing, malice addicted, and trapped in egoisms of which they are mostly 
unconscious.

So, with this understanding of who we are as Christians, what do we do?  To begin 
with, we get acquainted with our place in time and space. Who lives in our geography 
(humans and non-humans)?  What grows here, in what soils, with what rainfall and 
weather patterns. What geography constitutes our neighborhood?  What is our region 
of planet Earth?  This is our parish of Christian responsibility.  This is our mission field.  
This is where we are assigned to serve the God we claim to adore and obey.  Looking at 
this matter further, what towns and cities are in our “bioregion” of planet Earth?  What 
counties or provinces are roughly included in our bioregion?   Of what continent of 
planet Earth is our bioregion a part?

With some such approximation of where we live, what do we do in this place?  We 
do five things, two of which have to do with nurture: Study and Worship.  Two more, 
Witness and Justice, are focused on mission to our parish of Christian responsibility. 
And the fifth action is the Discipline that gets these other four activities done and binds 
together the Christian presence in this place.  I have lived within a radical Christian 
renewal movement for centuries 20 and 21, whose members affectionately called these 
five dynamics “the bug model.”

Let us think of these five activities as dynamics of the Christ life that we bring to our 
parish of Christian responsibility.  

We bring Study to our Parish

We bring to our parish not only a study of the Christian Truth, but also a study of 
our local parish, as an aspect of our only available planet.  We also bring to our parish a 
study of our society and its challenges, a study of how our community, continent, and 
planet might be altered for the better.  We bring a study of our radical Christian 
perspective, and we also bring a study of the interreligious quality of our ethics and a 
study of the other-than-Christian religious traditions as they pertain to the nurture of 
ourselves and others in this parish.  We bring to our parish a study of the best of 
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Christian theologizing; we bring it to all who use a Christian practice or might wish to 
do so.  In this broad array of potential study, each of us are both students and teachers.  
We organize courses and teach them.  We attend courses that assist us with the needed 
content and the needed preparation for our own mission of bringing study to our 
parish.  We read books on our own, and share books with others.  Perhaps we even 
write books, essays, emails, and other materials that enhance the study life of our parish 
our wider associations, and thus for our planet.

We bring Worship to our Parish   

By “worship” we mean any form of nurture that is not intellectual study.  Worship 
may use language, but worship uses language in a different way than study.  Language 
can be poetry that we repeat in a ritual way.  Worship can also include personal 
conversation on a text of devotional material, earnest sharing of our lives, and giving or 
hearing a “spirit” talk.

The word “worship” needs some elaboration.  The image of “bowing the knee” can 
imply a form of bondage or slavery if it is applied to calling another human “your 
worship” or saying to a lover, “I worship the ground you walk upon.”  However, when 
we apply the word “worship” to the Final Reality, we are affirming freedom for 
ourselves, for ultimate realism includes the deliverance of the human spirit from all 
enslavements to our own minds or to our circumstances.  Thomas Berry suggests the 
word “celebration” as an elaboration of “worship.”  And the book of Psalms frequently 
used the word “praise” to mean an extolling or worship of Reality.  Also, I want to use 
talk of bringing worship to our parish to mean something broader than a religious 
ritual.  I will include within the dynamic of worship bringing celebration of life within 
secular activities like parades, pageants, concerts, dramas, and other celebrations of 
realism in human living.

At the same time, I envision at least a few of us in our parish meeting weekly (or 
even more often) to practice a Christian form of worship. In order to do that I see us 
designing a connective tissue of nurture that includes contrition, celebration, and 
dedication.  Such “worship” may include body movements, dance, singing, silence, and 
other practices that need no language or use language in a song or dance-like way.   

And not all of what I mean by bringing “worship” to our parish is limited to our 
own small group of radical Christian renewal.   Other types of ”worship” can be 
designed for a wider group of people who are more loosely rooted in Christian imagery 
and are interested in exploring Christian imagery still further.  A still wider part of 
bringing “worship” to our parish is celebrating Reality in secular events, such as 
parades, pageants, ecological meetings, interreligious explorations, concerts, art, dances, 
dinner theater, stage plays, and more.  Worship is a dynamic of authentic living for all 
humans.  Healthy worship gives outward form to our deep impulses to live a realistic 
and compassionate life.
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We bring Witness to our Parish  

Witness has to do with programs of any sort that have to do with converting lives 
from as aspect of our estrangement to an aspect of our profound humanness.   
Witnessing  programs can be music, drama and other such things, as well as courses on 
religion and ethics.   There is an overlap in bringing Witness to our parish with bringing 
Study and Worship to our Parish, but the basic dynamic of Witness is different from 
Study and Worship.  Study and Worship apply to humans in so far as those humans are 
already somewhat committed to the realistic living of their profound humanness.  The 
Witness dynamic is directed toward humans in need of fundamental conversion from a 
mostly unconscious unrealism to a greater realism of living.  This need includes all of 
us, but the service of witnessing love is being done by those who are already awakening 
for those who are in need of further awakening.

The dynamic of witnessing love includes these three inseparable parts: (1) assisting 
people be aware of their estrangements from Reality, (2) assisting people be aware of 
their welcome home to Reality by a forgiving Reality, and (3) beckoning people to 
accept this acceptance home and thereby join Jesus and Peter and a host of others who 
walk their lives on the wild and windy waters of the realism being provided by Reality. 

Witness may take place in the midst of a workshops on some relevant topic, or in a 
spirit group that fosters depth sharing and inquiry into our profound humanness.  
Witness may take place in teaching a course, conducting a worship event, or just an 
ordinary conversation with one other person.  Witness is a dynamic that can happen 
anywhere, and the witness dynamic may also spawn a special sort of program.  The 
camp meetings of the evangelical movements were such a program.  We need not repeat 
these exact structures in doing evangelism today.  Even the word “evangelism” needs to 
be more carefully defined.  Evangelism need not mean calling people to become a 
Christian, and especially it need not mean calling people to join a particular 
denomination or congregation of Christianity.  Evangelism has to do with healing 
personal life of estrangement from Reality and calling forth realistic living.

The Greek word “euaggelion,” from which the English word “evangelism” is derived,  
can be translated  “good news” or “gospel.”  The original meaning of “euaggelion” was 
the good news that a runner brought from the field of battle that victory had been won, 
or it was the good news that one was being released from prison or from slavery.   This 
word had powerful associations.  When used by the earliest Christians “euaggelion” 
meant the good news of the end of the world of Satan’s rule and the start of a new 
world, a new era of liberation from the trap of living in the “liars kingdom”—that is, the 
fundamental illusions of the existing human cultures.   This  good news of the advent of 
the “Kingdom of God” (the Reign of Reality) required repentance and a fresh start, but 
however demanding that was, it was still overwhelmingly good news.  This good news 
was seen as a historical and cosmic arrival, but it could also mean an ordinary event in 
the life of an ordinary person.  Here is one of my poems based on a familiar New 
Testament story of personal transformation:
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Zacchaeus had a long history of
wealth-addicted cheating 
and a contempt for others.

Being a wee little man,
he climbed a tree to see something new.
He did not know he was seeking forgiveness,
but when he was forgiven
he came down from that tree
and went to dine with forgiveness. 

Zacchaeus recompensed many fold
 everyone he had cheated,
vowing to live in the old way no more,

This is what forgiveness looks like.
“Forgiveness” is another word for 
! FRESH  START, 
not an excuse for continuing
the karma of going along
with whatever one was now going along.

As David Whyte once put it
“after years of walking,
the homecoming 
happened in a single step.”

Evangelism is whatever assists the happening of such homecomings to our essential 
nature.  Doing deeds of service that occasion the healing of individual human beings is 
the witnessing love action that we who practice Christianity wish to bring to our 
geographical parish of Christian responsibility. 

 We bring Justice to our Parish  

Justice has to do with the social structures that serve everyone with such things as 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Justice has to do with healing our relations 
with the Earth, beginning with the climate of this planet being currently overwhelmed 
by our fossil-fuel burning.  Justice has to do with correcting the appalling inequality 
between the outlandishly rich and the gruelingly poor.  Justice has to do with the equal 
rights and opportunities for women, minority races, cultures, as well as biological, 
sexual, and gender differences.  Justice means voting for good leadership, organizing 
movements, financing needful services.  Those of us who wish to practice Christianity 
bring justice to our parish, and to the continent and planet of which our parish is one 
small part.  Further, we need not and must not any longer preform our justice work in 
the name of some Christian organization.  We do our justice work in a secular and 
interreligious fashion.  We do so because that is the only way to get justice done in the 
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societies in which we now live.  We need no credit for ourselves as Christians, we just 
freely bring our Christian gifts to the general fray and join there with all persons of 
good will, whatever religion they practice or do not practice.  Much more needs to be 
said about justice, but I will reserve that for another essay.

We bring Discipline to our Parish 

This bringing of  discipline applies first of all to those of us who are intentionally 
carrying out the other four dynamics of the above “bug model.”  Discipline is in fact the 
body of the bug.  Without the body there are no legs.  Discipline means a group of 
people meeting together on a regular basis for their own nurture of  Study and Worship 
as well as for thoughtful preparation for the doing in their wider life the Witness and 
Justice responsibilities in their parish as well as bringing Study and Worship to their 
parish.  

Secondly, we also bring discipline to the wider parish through the styles and 
organizing gifts that we promote in all the efforts in which we share.  We learn to think 
and work together in our Christian nurture groups, and we bring those experiences and 
skills into everything else we do. Without discipline no long-term progressive changes 
get made.  Discipline is the glue that holds together successful corporate action. 
Discipline need not mean something moralistic and punitive.  Discipline can simply 
mean coming to meetings and appointments on time, being prepared, and behaving in a 
way that promotes the success of the whole group, rather than our own ego promotion.

In our cultures of individualistic overemphasis and competitive panic, disciplined 
communal living is a much-needed gift that is too often neglected, or even despised.  
That is all the more reason for providing discipline to our parish, our region, our 
continent, our planet.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
So what does it look like to be those in whom the truth of the Christ revelation has 

been stored?  The answer is Study, Worship, Witness, Justice and Discipline. These are 
the works of Love that derive from taking the journey from ego-created illusions to our 
human essence, from the liar’s Kingdom to the Kingdom of God, from the era of 
illusion to the era of disclosure, from our first birth into the cocoon of some human-
made culture into a second birth into the family life of Reality Almighty.
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