
A Six-Course Core Curriculum
in Unreduced Realism

Each of these ten-session courses can be taught in ten weeknights or two weekends.  
They can be taught by anyone who has read and understood these essays and who 
understands the pedagogical method of grounding written text in personal experience.

These courses are also study resources useful for single persons or a couple or a family 
of adults.

All of these courses are available as downloads from the Realistic Living web-site: 
http://www.RealisticLiving.org/UR1/  , 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.   We make these materials 
available to you without cost.  Then, if you find them helpful to you in your religious 
work, we invite you to assist us in financing this program through your contributions to 
the non-profit organization Realistic Living.

The first of these courses is complete with a one-page lesson plan for each session.  
Courses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are already on the web-site.  Course  5 is still in its final rewrite 
and edit process.  It will be up on the  web site later in 2016.

If you need additional information, e-mail jgmarshall@cableone.net or call Gene 
Marshall at 903-583-8252.

We believe that the teaching of these six courses is a key strategy for expanding and 
informing this mini-movement for a viable and vital next construction of Christian 
practice.

Each of the 62 essays in this core curriculum have been composed by Gene Marshall 
aided by conversations, editing, and suggestions from the other faculty of Realistic 
Living, Joyce and Alan, as well as from others in the Realistic Living constituency.

Many other books and papers are available for study from Realistic Living and from 
numerous other content-related sources.  Study guides are available from Realistic 
Living on many of these study sources.  Serious study, we believe, is a key practice in a 
vital Christianity as well as in a vital Judaism and Islam and Eastern religions as well.

Gene Marshall, May 2016
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Course One: RealisticLiving.org/UR1/

Christians: Who are We?
a deep look into misunderstood symbols

 1. Can the Word “God” Still Have Meaning?

2.  The Enigma of Myth

3. You? Are? Accepted?

4. Here Already and Still to Come

5. No-Self and Resurrected Body

6. Why That Forbidden Tree?

7. Who Am I? How Be I? What Do I?

8. Julian’s Delight

 9. Storing the Truth in Human Vessels

10. Human Nature and the Cry for Justice

 Further Reading: Belief, Faith, and the History of Christianity
A Conversation with Harvey Cox

Course one:  This is an accessible and updated rendition of what we used to call 
“RS-1” or “The Twentieth Century Theological Revolution.”  Session one is about God.  
Session two is about using the word “God.”  Sessions 3, 4, and 5 are about the Jesus 
Christ  revelation of that Eternal Reality that meets us in every event or our lives.  
Session 6 is about unfaith or sin.  Sessions 7 & 8 are about Holy Spirit.  And session 9 & 
10 are about the Church as a dynamic of response in history.  This course is appropriate 
for both Temple and Circle study.
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Course Two: RealisticLiving.org/UR2/

Religious Action in Century 21
 the Secular Ethics of a Responsible Christian 

1. The Secular Wonder of Christian Ethics 

2. The Glory and the Tragedy of Projection

3. A Theology of Sin, Despair, and the Split Self

4. The Impossible Commandments

5. Loving God means Loving the Earth

6. A Theology of Equity, Democracy, and Citizenship

7. Theologizing and the Demise of the Patriarchal Male

8. Ethics from a Christain Point of View

9.  Sin Boldly and the Beauty of Contextual Ethics

10. Strategic Planning in the Context of the Eternal Indicative

Further Reading: Christ, Christianity, and Culture
Christian Ethics for an Interreligious Era

Course two:  This is a course about religious ethics—a contextual ethics that applies 
not only to Christians, but to any realistic religious practice and to secular activists as 
well.  Some of these essays mention Christian topics, but they do so in a general way 
that makes clear that Christian ethics are simply ethics for anyone who wants to be 
realistic in an unreduced realism manner.  This course might be appropriate for Guild 
work,  as well as for Temple and Circle work.

- 3 -



Course Three: RealisticLiving.org/UR3/

Steps Toward a Next Christianity
 Transfiguring a Religious Tradition 

1. Eight Steps to Glory
Journey 1: Profound Need & Unassailable Comfort

2. Eight Steps to Glory
Journey 2: Detachment, Realization, Mercy and Wholeness

3. Eight Steps to Glory
Journey 3: Peacemakers & Provocateurs

4. Solitude and Community
The Sources of Guidance

5. The Body of Christ
Being the Fleshly Resurrection

6. Five Stages of Christian Community
Healing, Wisdom, & Manifestation

7. Five Stages of Christian Community
Earthly Revolution & Eternal Restfulness

8. New Wineskins for the Wine of Spirit
From Christendom to a Planetary Network

 9.  Post-Christendom Leadership
Guild Organizer, Temple Witness & Circle Anchor

10. Liturgy and the Christian Vocabulary
Beyond the Death of Theism

Further Reading: The Formation of Christendom
A Conversation with Judith Herrin

Course three: This course is about solitary and communal nurture.  The first three 
sessions deal with the solitary journey using the beatitudes from Matthew 5.  The next 
four sessions deal with the polarity of solitary and communal in Christian practice and 
with the stages of Spirit journey of a Christian community.  The last three sessions deal 
with sociological models for a post-Christendom form of Christian life together.  Session 
nine deals with leadership in these freshly conceived sociological dynamics: Guild, 
Temple, and Circle.  This course is most appropriate for the leadership training going on 
in the Intimate Circle, but it can also be used in our Temple work as an advanced 
course.

- 4 -



Course Four: RealisticLiving.org/UR4/

The Magic of Three—Infinite Faces 
An Adventure in Triune Christian Theologizing

  1. The Magic of Three, a Definition

  2. Meeting the Faces of Eternal Reality in Temporal Events

  3. The Faces of No-Self as Ultimate Trust

  4. The Faces of No-Self as Complete Freedom

  5. The Faces of No-Self as Total Affirmation

  6. The Faces of the Final Elephant

  7. The Faces of the Awed Ones 

  8. The Anatomy of the Body of Christ

  9. The Meaning of Revelation

  10. The Ethics of Radical Monotheism 

Course four: This course is advanced Christian theologizing.  It cleans up some 
subtle misunderstandings and spells out in terms of everyday experience the three faces 
of the Christian Trinity.  Each time Eternity happens to anyone or any historical group, 
all three Faces of the Trinity are part of that experience.  The course winds up with a 
session on the meaning of revelation and a session on the ethics of radical monotheism 
and how radical monotheism differs as an ethical foundation from two other common 
modes of ethics.  This course is a deep dive into the sort of Christian theologizing that 
we began to clarify in courses 1, 2, and 3.  It is an advanced course for both Circle and 
Temple.
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Course Five: RealisticLiving.org/UR5/

The Magic of Three—Finite Processes 
Ethics and our Essential Temporal Processes

  1. The Magic of Three, Ethical Applications

  2. Three Types of Mathematics

  3. The Disciplines of Learning

  4. The Dynamics of Common Sense

  5. The Essential Processes of Human Culture

  6. The Essential Processes of Social Commonality

  7. Commonality, Intimacy and Transformative Action

  8. Cosmogenesis, Human Singularity, and Human Sociality

  9. A Theology of Cosmology

  10. The Land of Wonder

Course five:  This is a course on ethics—illuminating the many places where ethics 
takes place: social life,  solitary life, and life in the natural cosmos. Step-by-step this 
course develops a sense of wholeness: the essential processes of human society, the 
essential processes of solitary personhood, and the essential processes of the natural 
world.  The course ends with a session on a theology of cosmology, and a final session 
on Eternal Reality as a the land of wonder that undergirds all the temporal processes of 
our living.  Some will find this a challenging course, for it covers so much sociology, 
psychology and natural science.  Nevertheless, it remains accessible enough to be 
taught to leadership persons in our Guild work, as well as ethical education for the 
leadership of our Temple and Circle engagements. 
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Course Six: RealisticLiving.org/UR6/

The Interreligious Journey
Tools for Dialogue and Cooperation

1. The Seven Chakras 
as Nodes of Consciousness in the Human Body

2. The Big Stretch
between Time sesand Eternity

3. The Wholly Other
that Awes Us with States of Wonder

4. The Ditches of Despair
that Result from Fleeing Reality

5. The Doorway to Health
that Opens when it Opens

6. The League of Spirit
beyond all Sectarianism

7. Six Ways to be Religious
Sub-Asia & Arabia

8. Six Ways to be Religious
Europe & the Orient

9. Six Ways to be Religious
Africa & Native America

10. Nine Modes of Religious Practice
the Actions that Enable Action

Course six:  The course is about the Interreligious Journey and tools for dialogue 
and cooperation among all the great religious explorations of human history.  Through 
interreligious dialogue and cooperation each religious community can be inspired by 
the others to better practice their chosen religion. The RL core curriculum would not be 
complete without this course.  Much of this material is found in my recent book The 
Enigma of Consciousness, but this course provides selections and simplifications of that 
more philosophical book.  This course is appropriate for Guild, Temple, and Circle 
education.
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